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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listing of daims in 
the Application. 

Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-15 (Cancelled) 
Claim 16 (twice amended) 
Claims 17-20 (as last presented) 
Claim 21 (new) 
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A^nHments ft Claims: 

16 (pt «^ r ^) A valve p.ate assemb.y i JiL ^o nmS ^^ 
v _aJ^at^^ ([comprising]] a valve plate, a reed valve, a 

cy „nder head, ana a suction me ([chamber positioned between the valve 
p,ate and the cy.inder head]], the reed valve being such that rt comprises a 

me chanica..y damping motion of the reed; the port being positioned ,n the 
vawe P .ate; the reed being positioned on a side o, the valve p.ate which Coses 
a cynnder of a p,ston and cylinder arrangement whereby the reed flexes ,to 
t ,e cylinder when the reed opens the port; and the damper means compns.ng 
a tube which is connected to the valve p.ate. which extends vertical .nto the 
suCion sjde [[chamber,], which is in communion with the port on a s.de of 

the port remote from the reed ^ Sai2J a 2 !^^ 
[mi3 U^^ and which is of such a s*e that, in use of the va.ve 
pl ate assembly, the tube coritans a co.umn of r^M »* which . 
sutticient to prov.de substantia, mechan.ca. damping of the motion of the reed. 
n7 . ( A valve plate assemb«y adding to Cairn 16 in 
wh ich the tube is such that it extends vert.ca.ly above the port. 
18 h ^ A valve p,te assemb, according to Caim 10 in 

whiC h the port is in the va,ve p.ate. and in which the .ength of the tube is 
greater than the diameter of the port. 



6 



19 - (previ*4${p fves€Ktfi4) A valve P |a * e assembly according to claim 18 in 
which the length of the tube is at least twice the diameter of the port. 

20. (qevi9*SLyytKrf*ty A compressor or a pump when including a valve 
plate assembly according to claim 16. 

21. (New) A compressor for refrigeration apparatus, which compressor 
comprises a cylinder block, a cylinder in the cylinder block, a piston in the 
cylinder and a valve plate assembly the valve plate assembly comprising a 
vaive plate and a reed valve; the reed valve being such that it comprises a 
reed, a port which is opened and closed by the reed, and damper means for 
mechanically damping motion of the reed; the damper means comprising a 
tube which is attached to the valve plate, which is in communication with the 
port on a side of the port remote from the reed so as to enable the passage of 
refrigerant fluid through the compressor, and which is of such a size that, 
dunng use of the compressor, the tube contains a column of refrigerant fluid 
which is sufficient to dampen oscillatory backwards and forwards motion of the 
reed whereby unnecessary bending stresses of the reed are avoided, whereby 
the reed closes the port faster than without the damping, and whereby the 
refrigerant fluid flows into an inlet side of the valve plate with a smoother flow 
than without the damping and thereby reduces on noise generated by the 
compressor 



